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Historical Note: 

San Luis Obispo was formally recognized as a township in the State of California by a legislative act in 
February 1856. Since 1852 county law enforcement officers, including a Sheriff and County Judge, had 
been appointed bi-annually as the township experienced a slow transition from Spanish-Mexican law and 

traditional Western-settler customs to the newly adopted state and county procedures. Law administration, 
previously afforded by Spanish-Mexican law, by settler community consensus, and by groups known as 

“vigilance committees” (self-appointed enforcement committees) was still widely practiced throughout the 
state during the transition. Between 1856 and 1876 local practice shifted to officially elected and appointed 
law enforcement positions per California State and Federal procedures. The new roles included a Justice of 

the Peace, Marshal, Sheriff, Police Judge, Night Watchman, and Constables.  
 
In March of 1876 the town was officially incorporated as the City of San Luis Obispo and soon after City 

Council approved an ordinance creating the Board of Police Commissioners (May 15, 1876). The Board, 
consisting of the Mayor, Police Judge, and City Marshal, was responsible for appointing and governing a 
small police force consisting of a marshal and two officers. 

 
The first official Police Department was established with City Ordinance 31 approved on 1 November 1877. 
Ordinance Number 5, which had established the Board  the year before, was repealed and superceded. The 

new ordinance included, among other changes, a statement in Section 6 requiring the marshal to “keep a 
register of arrests” detailing the suspect, the accused crime, and the location of the incident.  

 
Scope and Content: 
The City of San Luis Obispo Police Department Ledgers collection contains the court dockets, arrest 

records, jail records, complaints and affidavits occurring in the City of San Luis Obispo. The records reflect 
the years of 1881 to 1978 and in many cases contain the names of the arresting officers, the accused, the 
plaintiffs, and judges. Records also reflect sentencing as assigned by the court. 

 
Arrangement: 
The collection is arranged chronologically as a single series.  Original organization of the records has been 

preserved where possible. Materials may have been reorganized or rehoused for preservation and access 
purposes. 

 
Related Collections: 
F869.S35 C48, City Ordinances Scrapbook 

MS 036, Sinsheimer Collection 1868-1997 
MS 107, Sheriff Ledgers 
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its prominent men and pioneers. Oakland: Thompson & West, 1883. Print. 
 

Carrigan, William D., and Clive Webb. Forgotten Dead: Mob Violence Against Mexicans in the United 
States, 1848-1928. New York: Oxford University Press, 2013. Print. 

 
Carotenuti, Joseph. General Information / History: Articles by Joseph Carotenuti. City of San Luis Obispo. 
City Clerk Public Access. Web. 5 July 2016. (http://opengov.slocity.org/weblink/1/fol/18119/Row1.aspx) 

 
Fitzpatrick, J.H. Incorporation Document of the Town of San Luis Obispo 1856 certified 1975. City of San 
Luis Obispo. City Clerk Public Access. Web. 3 July 2016. 

(http://opengov.slocity.org/weblink/1/doc/18091/Page1.aspx) 
 
U.S. Department of the Interior. Geographic Names Phase I data compilation (1976-1981). 31-Dec-1981. 

Primarily from U.S. Geological Survey 1:24,000-scale topographic maps (or 1:25K, Puerto Rico 1:20K) and 
from U.S. Board on Geographic Names files. In some instances, from 1:62,500 scale or 1:250,000 scale 
maps. U.S. Geological Survey. Web. 6 July 2016. 

(http://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/f?p=gnispq:3:::NO::P3_FID:1652788) 
 

Access: 
Collection is open to researchers by appointment only. For more information on visiting, access policies, 
and reproduction requests, please visit our Reference Services page online at http://lib.calpoly.edu/search-

and-find/collections-and-archives/reference-services/. 
 
Restrictions on Use and Reproduction: 

Digital Copies are provided to researchers for the purpose of study, research, and personal use only, 
unless otherwise specified in writing. Materials that are the property of Cal Poly Special Collections and 
Archives require written permission prior to publication. No complete collection may be reproduced.  

 
For print and online publication, please visit our Reproduction Services page online at 

http://lib.calpoly.edu/support/sca-policies/reproduction/. Special Collections and Archives reserves the right 
to review all reproduction requests and to withhold permission if scanning would endanger the material, 
would violate copyright law, or would violate institutional restrictions.  
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Contents 

 
Series I Ledgers  
 

Item 1  Court Docket, 3 January 1881 – 6 June 1887 
 

Item 2  Marshal’s Accounts San Luis Obispo, 28 April 1884 – 13 May 1911 
 
Item 3 Register of Arrests, Town of San Luis Obispo, 1 October 1886 – 10 October 1898  

 
Item 4 Journal, In Recorder’s Court, City of San Luis Obispo, 24 January 1895 - 31 July 1906 

Laid in materials: envelope, page 442 

 
Item 5  Recorder’s Court, City of San Luis Obispo, 3 August 1906 – 30 August 1911  
 

Item 6  Jail Register City of San Luis Obispo, 1 November 1913 – 31 August 1918 
Laid in materials: jail numbers and expenses, page 51 

 

Item 7  Police Court of San Luis Obispo Docket No. 3, 4 March 1915 – 10 January 1916  
Laid in materials: jail numbers and fines, page 16; monthly report page 32, 52, 79, 104, 

134, and 169 
 
Item 8 Police Court of the City of San Luis Obispo Docket 4, 10 January 1916 – 24 January 1917 

Laid in materials: “Woodstock Preferred Typewriter” advertisement, inside cover; 
advertisement for “Dr. Arthur P. Marshall Optometrist”, page 136  

   

Item 9 Police Court of the City of San Luis Obispo Civil Docket No. 1, 17 January 1916 – 20 
December 1943 
Laid in materials: receipts circa 1928 - 1930, page 74; two small claims court affidavits, 

page 76; small claims court cases-two sets between E. E. Neal and Clinton L Walker, page 
90; small paper, page 104; defendant records page 106; case briefs, affidavits, summons, 

page 108; briefs, summons, page 110; blank summons, page 114; summons, affidavits, 
briefs page 118 

 

Item 10 Police Court of the City of San Luis Obispo Docket 5, 5 January 1917 – 11 March 1918 
 
Item 11 Police Court of the City of San Luis Obispo Docket No. 6, 15 March 1918 – 2 June 1919 

  Laid in materials: California Insurance Advertisement, page 251  
 
Item 12  Jail Register, 2 September 1918 – 26 February 1924 

  Laid in materials: duplication request, page 55 
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Item 13 Police Court of the City of San Luis Obispo Docket No. 7, 2 June 1919 – 10 July 1924 

Laid in materials: warrant sheets, page 134 
 
Item 14 Police Court of the City of San Luis Obispo Docket No. 8, 10 July 1924 - 16 December 

1926 
Laid in materials: letter from Mrs. C. L. Se Count, letter from Margaritho Olgiaty, 

Complaint-Criminal against Christ Stanuseich, page 1; summons, writ of attachment, 
affidavit and undertaking on attachment for J. R. Kipper, page 220 

 

Item 15 Police Court of the City of San Luis Obispo Docket No. 9, 20 December 1926 – 1 October 
1929 
Laid in materials: ink blotter sheet, page 36; Peace Bond for Raymond Perez, page 224; 

Letter from Police Judge to Mayor and the City Council, and hand written note, page 230; 
advertisement for Firestone Gum-Dipped Tires, page 232; Warrant of Arrest for Vera 
Colcher, page 238 

 
Item 16 Police Court of the City of San Luis Obispo Docket No. 10, 3 October 1929 – 31 December 

1932  

Laid in materials: note for Judge Dillon from Chas Steelman, 1 October 1932, page 236 
 

Item 17  Police Court of the City of San Luis Obispo Docket No. 11, 31 December 1932 – 30 
October 1935 
Laid in materials: receipt, 2 February 1940, page 28; letter from R. James Echeverria to 

Richard F. Harris, United States Commissioners order form, letter from P. W. Harker to 
Richard F. Harris, page 206; information on The Federal Tax Bulletin from Prentice-Hall, 
Inc., list of names, dates and fines, Notice of Rendition and Entry of Judgment between 

Harry H. Norton and Marie C. Norton vs. The San Luis Building & Loan Association; 
Warrant, Defaulting on Payment of Fine for Glen Moberly, inside back cover 

 

Item 18  City Court Docket Criminal, 25 June 1937 – 27 December 1938 
Laid in materials:  Instruction Requested by the Defendant and United States 

Commissioners Blanks order form, page 80; statement from R.F. Richardson Co. Funeral 
Directors Ambulance service and statement from San Luis Obispo General Hospital,  page 
148; Complaint-Criminal against Jesus Corona and Whity Martines, page 152; Complaint-

Criminal against Leo McNett, Charles Jorgendon, James Brady, Ronald Duncan, Wayne 
Bubar, page 176; Complaint-Criminal against Arthur R. Parr, notification form, Arthur E. 
Parr, page 214; Report of Physical Condition; Complaint-Criminal against R. Carron and G. 

Avila, page 248; blank Warrant-Defaulting on Payment of Fine, page 254 
 
Item 19  Fee Book Police Court, December 1937 - 27 May 1946 

 Laid in materials: list of names and fine, list of numbers and  
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 sums, letter from Charles Baloian to Honorable Richard F. Harris, page 2;  
 list of hand written names and fines, page 4; list of names and  

 fines, page 12; list of numbers, page 44  
 
Item 20 Police Court of the City of San Luis Obispo Docket No. 12, October 1935 – 25 June 1937  

Laid in Materials:  letter from B. Grant Taylor to All Judges of  
Justice, Police, and City Courts, two copies of Complaint-Criminal against H.  

Wetherbee, page 76; letter from John L. Fleming to Honorable R. F. Harris;  
one Petition to Terminate Probation for Iva Randol, page 100; one  
advertisement from The Typewriter Shop and one Complaint-Criminal against  

William Irwin Honeyball, page 151; one Complaint-Criminal against J. B.  
Bolton, one Complaint- Criminal against Della Bolton and Margy Price, page 244;  
letter from L. F. Sinsheimer Mayor of San Luis Obispo appointing A. E.  

Mallagh temporary Justice of the Peace, page 250 
 
Item 21 Police Court Criminal Docket, City of San Luis Obispo, 27 December 1938 – 20 June 1940 

Laid in materials: Complaint-Criminal against Roy Wilson, page 8; Complaint-Criminal 
against Joe Rogers,  page 10; letter from George Wm. Elder to Hon. Richard Harris 10 
September 1939, page 124; Warrant of Arrest for Ray Collins, page 174; Complaint-

Criminal against Segundo Leguina, page 204; two copies of Complaint-Criminal against 
Carlos Foster, two copies Complaint-Criminal against N. R. Streeter, page 228; three 

Complaint-Criminals against Chester Haywood; P.L. Dubin; Ed. Warnken, page 236; note 
about Walter R. Padia and others receiving “permanent floater(s)”, page 252; Complaint-
Criminal against Clay Yates, Commitment on Sentence of Imprisonment for Clay Yates, 

page 274; two copies of Complaint-Criminal against Edgar Roberts, page 286; Complaint-
Criminal against Edward C. Chech, page 294; Complaint-Criminal against Tony Martinez, 
page 296; Complaint-Criminal against Arthur M. Beaulieu, Bail Bond for Louis Alfred 

Donati, two copies Affidavit for Justification of Bail for Louis Alfred Donati , page 298 
 
Item 22 Police Court Criminal Docket, City of San Luis Obispo, 4 February 1941 – 6 May 1941 

 Laid in materials: Complaint-Criminal against Massey Padilla, page 41; Complaint-Criminal 
against John H. Croskrey, page 37 

 
Item 23 Police Court Criminal Docket, City of San Luis Obispo, 5 May 1941 – 28 September 1941 
 

Item 24 Police Court Criminal Docket, City of San Luis Obispo, 29 September 1941 – 4 May 1942 
 
Item 25 Police Court Criminal Docket, City of San Luis Obispo, 4 May 1942 - 19 March 1943 

 
Item 26 Police Court Criminal Docket, City of San Luis Obispo, 22 March 1943 – 26 September 

1944 

 Laid in materials: note regarding defendant, page 201 



 
 

California Poly technic State University 
Special Collections & Archives 

 

 

MS0188, City  of San Luis Obispo Police Department Ledgers 

 

 
Item 27 Police Court Docket Criminal, 1, City of San Luis Obispo, 26 April 1944 - 13 November 

1945  
 Laid in materials: notes regarding suspended sentences, page 490 

 

Item 28  Record of Fees and Fines, 1 October 1945 - 1 March 1948 
 Laid in materials: note requesting criminal dockets, page 24 

 
Item 29 Current Police Court Docket Criminal, City of San Luis Obispo, 13 November 1945 – 23 

November 1946 

Laid in materials: note regarding defendant, page 386  
 
Item 30 Police Court Docket Criminal 3, City of San Luis Obispo, 14 October 1946 – 5 January 

1948 
Laid in materials: prior convictions, page 171; list of witnesses, page 206; record of 
payments made on fines, page 345 

 
Item 31  Traffic Violations, 7 February 1947 – 1 September 1949 

Laid in materials: violations, blank form of fines paid, page 46 

 
Item 32 Police Court Docket Criminal, 4, City of San Luis Obispo, 5 January 1948 – 27 December 

1949 
 
Item 33 Police Court Docket Criminal, 5, City of San Luis Obispo, 27 December – 4 September 

1951 
 
Item 34 Current Police Court Docket Criminal City of San Luis Obispo, 4 September 1951 – 30 

December 1952 
 
Item 35  Police Department, Monthly Reports Master Copies, January 1966 – December 1966 

 
Item 36  San Luis Obispo Police Department Evidence Manual, December 1978 

 
 
 

 


